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Mister Chairman, members of the committee, thank you for this opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 2020 being considered by your committee.  My name is Curt Kruen; I am a Grand Forks City council member and a director on the Lake Agassiz Water Authority Board.

Funding for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project is vital to the Red River Valley and the state of North Dakota.  This project will assure a reliable, high quality and affordable water supply for the Red River Valley.  Without this project, during a 1930s-type drought the valley will not have enough water to sustain itself.  Our studies state that there would be an economic impact of $2 billion a year, every year of a 1930s-type drought.  One only needs to think back to the flood of 1997 to be reminded of the devastating consequences a natural disaster has on a community and region.
Last summer, the Red River Valley experienced what could be the first year of a continued drought.  As many of you know, the Missouri River is in its seventh year of drought.  The Red River Valley does not have enough water to sustain itself during a long-term drought.  
It is important to keep this project on schedule.  It will be at least six years from today before we can deliver water to the Red River Valley.  The Governor’s budget includes $12 million for this crucial water supply project.  It is essential to our communities; to our region; and to our state to secure a reliable water supply for the Red River Valley.
Again, thank you for allowing my testimony to be heard today.  
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