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I. Thank you for the opportunity to testify this morning

Several people will be participating

II. Representing Lake Agassiz Water Authority – LAWA
      Will make 5 main points

A. LAWA created by 2003 Legislative Assembly

B. Representing “affected local communities”

C. “Planning Today for Tomorrow’s Water”
D. Purpose

i. To distribute water to consumers

ii. To purchase water from Garrison Diversion 
E. 13 Eastern ND counties + 3 MN cities; (27 water districts)

i. Most have Red River as primary water source

ii. 42% of state’s population – and growing

iii. 52% of state’s sales & use tax revenue (2004)

iv. Huge economic impact on state of North Dakota

F. A water project for all of North Dakota     POINT #1
i. Not just Eastern ND

ii. Not just Red River Valley

G. Concerned about both quantity and quality

i. Not enough water in Red to meet needs    POINT #2
a. Present supply inadequate in 1930s drought

b. Short every year of 1930s 10-year drought

c. Worst case month:  46% shortage 
d. 5 months of zero flow in Red River at Fargo in 1934

e. For basic human use, need 1200 truckloads of water/day 

f. One truckload every minute of the day    IMAGE #1
g. Another similar drought is inevitable
ii. $2 billion annual economic impact

III. Numerous Studies – Bureau of Reclamation last study 
A. Needs and Options Report

i. Determined need is substantial
ii. Analyzed 7 options + Do Nothing option

B. Environment Impact Statement 

i. Positive environmental benefits
ii. No significant negative environmental impacts

C. Preferred Option – GDU import of Missouri water to Sheyenne River
i. Need identified

ii. 3 pronged solution

a. Supplemental water supply    POINT #3
i. Used in drought situations

ii. 96 % of surface water in Missouri    IMAGE #2
b. Water conservation measures

c. Drought contingency plans

iii. Supplemental quantity is small    POINT #4
a. 120 cfs  or about 78 mgd

b. Minute quantity of water from Missouri River
c. Bucket vs. thimble (.02% of available water)  IMAGE #3
iv. Selected by LAWA on 10/4/05

v. Selected by Garrison Diversion Conservancy District 3 days later

vi. Endorsed by State Water Commission

IV. What Next? – Further along than ever before     POINT #5
A.    Record of decision by Department of Interior

i. LAWA and ND urges the Preferred Alternative

B.    Hurdles being cleared
i.  Political
ii.  Technological
iii.  Financial
iv.  Pricing conundrum

a.  Price of water ( Participation

b.  Participation ( Price of water

C. Cost - $600 million plus $100 million biota treatment plant
D. Funding Formula – A three legged stool
i. 1/3 Local - $200M bonded over life of project
ii. 1/3 State - $100M MRI, $40M bonded, $60M cash
iii. 1/3 Federal - $200M authorized in DWRA
E. Important Dates

i. 1/31/2007   Supplemental Draft of EIS report released
ii. 3/26/2007   Close of comment period on supplemental draft

iii. 8/2007        Record of decision

V. Recap of FIVE MAIN POINTS
A. This is a project for all of North Dakota

B. The needs have been identified and quantified

C. Solution is a supplemental supply from the Missouri River
D. Solution requires only a very small amount from the Missouri River
E. Progress on this project is at highest level ever
VI.  Leave you with FOUR MENTAL IMAGES
A.  Truckload of water every minute to meet needs in drought

B.  State map outline – 96% of surface water is in Missouri River
C.  Bucket of water vs. thimble of water 
D.  Fountains in Kansas City using more than we would take out
VII. Over the past twelve years of my involvement:
A.  Confident this project can happen

B.  Convinced this project must happen for ND to continue to grow

C.  Concerned this project will happen    It’s now or never!
VIII. We have all heard the adage:
 “What the mind of man can conceive and believe, it can achieve.”

Regarding the promise of water to Eastern North Dakota

The idea was conceived over 60 years ago.

The current plan is believed NOW.

The solution needs to be achieved in the very near future.

Thanks again for the opportunity to be with you this morning.
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