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Chairman Wald, members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 2020, the State Water Commission appropriations bill.  My name is Clark Cronquist, and I serve on the Agassiz Water Users District and the Lake Agassiz Water Authority Board of Directors.
Providing a reliable, high quality and affordable water supply to the Red River Valley is an issue I take seriously.  The Red River Valley Water Supply Project is important not only for the Red River Valley, but for the entire state of North Dakota.  
Future growth, not only population growth but growth for industry, hinges on providing and delivering a reliable, high quality and affordable water supply to the Red River Valley.  Almost all the groundwater in the Red River Valley is fully appropriated.  This is a significant issue since there are not any reliable surface water supplies in the valley.  The Red River, the main surface water supply, is prone to going dry during long-term droughts.  Therefore, growth of any water dependent industry, especially the Ag processing industry, is limited without new water supplies.
Without this project, aquifers that are currently used for irrigation would have to be converted to municipal use; a practice that is common throughout the western United States.  We need to protect our current agricultural water uses.  We also need to help bolster our Ag processing industry by providing a much needed new water supply.  Without it, new Ag processing industries, such as ethanol and biomass, will not be able to locate in the Red River Valley – North Dakota’s Ag producing heartland.
Relating to my own experience, Agassiz Water Users’ water supply is from a small aquifer, and in the years 1980 and again in 1988, the water level in that aquifer dropped to a level where the pumps nearly reached the point of not being able to supply water to the system.
Since Agassiz Water Users inception, many people have developed small, family-type operations that depend on a stable, dependable supply of water from this system; that is why I am supporting the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. 
It is important for you to approve funding for the State Water Commission budget, which includes funding for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project.  

Again, thank you for allowing me to testify today.
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